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By HENRY C. Mac ARTHUR
SACRAMENTO - (CNS) - 

In all the constructive pro­ 
grams offered by Governor 
Ronald Keagan for the better­ 
ment of California during his 
term of office as chief execu­ 
tive, his suggestions to the 
state legislature for the Im­ 
provement of criminal justice 
stands out as one which may 
have the most impact on the 
lives at the citizenry.

Terming crime as Califor­ 
nia's most important internal 
problem. Reagan pointed out 
that statistics over the past 10 
years show a continuing in­ 
crease, which will extend into 
the foreseeable future without

steps being taken for crime 
prevention.

In fact. In California, the 
crime rate has grown a full 17 
per cent in a year's period, and 
is almost twice as murh as the 
national average. Solutions 
continue to decline.

"All this Is especially impor- 
t a n t,'' the governor says, 
"when one takes into account 
that only a very minor portion 
of all crimes are reported to 
the police."

Any successful attack In the 
war on crime, he says, must 
come from a multi-disciplined 
approach, and victory will be 
achieved only through a co-or­ 
dinated attack by all agencies

of government, supported and 
assisted by all concerned citi­ 
zens.

New laws, he explained, are 
necessary, to fix responsibility 
for individual conduct, and to 
improve the state's responsi­ 
bility to protect the public safe­ 
ty. The governor points out 
that about a third of all Ameri­ 
cans believe it is unsafe to 
walk alone at nights in their 
own neighborhoods, and that 
approximately a third of the 
populace have firearms In 
their homes for protection 
against criminals.

"We in California have great 
reason (or concern," he said. 

But the crime increase can­

not be halted by the mere pas­ 
sage of new and more strin­ 
gent penalties for crime, but 
rather, an improved outlook on 
the causes of crime and the 
general attitude of the people. 
It Is this long-range outlook 
that Governor Keagan has 
adopted, plus some immediate 
improvements to Initiate a 
trend toward reduction in the 
activities of California's crimi­ 
nal element.

First, proposed legislation 
would curtal! the crime-in­ 
citing of obscene material by 
prohibiting it to be sold to the 
youth of the state, and make 
convictions for violation easier 
in the courts, as well as to pro­ 
vide that matter appealing to

deviant sexual interests can be 
prosecuted.

He would also permit law en­ 
forcement agencies to use 
modern methods of surveil­ 
lance through communications 
services.

"Organized crime," he 
states, uses the best and most 
modern scientific devices to 
rob, cheat and destroy. Vice 
operations including narcotics 
traffic, make widespread use 
of communications sen-ice. 
With proper safeguards, there 
is no sound reason why law en­ 
forcement should not be able to 
utilize modem technological 
advances in waging war 
against crime."

The governor would restore 
to cities and counties the abili­ 
ty to enact ordinances relating 
to local problems, without fear 
in the courts of state pre-em­ 
ption.

Reagan proposed tougher 
control of the use of firearms 
during commission of crimes, 
withholding probation in such 
instances, thus strengthening 
penalties for illegal use of 
weapons without Interfering 
with legitimate use of fire­ 
arms.

Further, he contemplates 
strengthening of the laws con­ 
cerning riot control through 
permitting action by law en- 
f o r c e m e n t authorities and

prosecutors against rioters 
without the necessity of prov­ 
ing "specific Intent" as is now 
required.

Halt of the flow of narcotics 
into California, insofar as pos­ 
sible, will be requested of the 
federal government, plus a 
public education campaign 
against drugs.

Kehabilitation program en­ 
hancement is l>einK sought as 
one means of crime reduction, 
and special emphasis is being 
put on this subject.

All-in-all, Governor Reagan's 
requests for a concentrated at­ 
tack on crime represents an 
outstanding effort to make Cal­ 
ifornia a safe place to live.

Your Right ro Knew 
Is the Key to All Your Liberties

An Evening at the Theater HERB CAEN SAYS:
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Some 4,000 bills have been placed into the hop­ 
per for consideration by the state's assembly and 
senate during the current legislative session.

One of those bills the only one for tax reform 
has drawn more criticism in a week than all other 
3,999 combined.

Gov. Ronald Reagan, reacting to what Dr. Jack 
P. Crowther, superintendent of Los Angeles City 
Schools, called a "mandate of the people" (for tax 
reform), has introduced legislation which would pro­ 
vide exactly that

While other lejrislators are concerned about bills 
making it unlawful for a drunk mental patient to 
possess firearms and exempting unsold wine from 
inheritance and gift taxes, the governor stepped for­ 
ward with a bold new program only to run into his 
perpetual critic, Democrat Jesse M. Unruh of Ingle- 
wood.

Unruh, traditionally, was quick to criticize  
and likewise, traditionally, didn't offer a "better 
idea." Nor did any other of his statewide counter­ 
part*.

The people of this state have waited patiently 
for their representatives in government to come up 
with new tax reform plans. And they have waited  
and waited and waited.

Meanwhile, school officials have joined the vot­ 
ers in calling for tax reforms to relieve their financial 
crisis.

Homeowners, who face mounting property tax 
bills annually, have lived in "financial crisis" situa­ 
tions for years.

We believe that before Assemblyman Unruh be­ 
gins to attack an attempt to satisfy the wishes of 
this state, he should come up with a workable plan 
to offer in return.

Unruh was the foremost critic of County Asses­ 
sor Philip Watson's Proposition 9 last year which 
would have provided sufficient property tax relief 
and perhaps would have made voters a little more 
receptive to school bond and tax override issues this 
year.

Instead, Unruh, in floundering haste, authored 
Proposition 1A, a haphazard tax relief attempt and 
offered $70 a vote in the form of tax refunds to get 
it passed.

The only real relief provided in Proposition 1A 
was for the legislators as it got them off the hook 
for another year in finding new, reasonable methods 
of taxation.

But now Governor Reagan has placed the prob­ 
lem back where it belongs and already clouds of fear 
are hanging low over the capitol building. The major 
weapon is criticism.

Unruh says the governor's plan "declares war 
on the middle class" and talks of the man making 
$16,000 per year   which shows he's a little bit out 
of touch right there.

But the middle class of this state has long been 
defeated by unequitable taxation.

We almost expect Unruh to come up with a 
"Proposition 2A" this time offering perhaps $75 in­ 
stead of $70 (inflationary times) in refunds in order 
to gain sufficient votes to counteract an honest at­ 
tempt to pull the homeowner out of a "poverty tax 
bracket."

The homeowner has too long been the taxation 
fall guy in this state and now he deserves a break  
even from Unruh.

Other Opinions
If the government doesn't watch out it's liable to 

price itself right out of the postal business. Before 
long it will be cheaper for business firms, in some 
instances, to use the telephone. And the rising postal 
rates very likely will resu't in the general public cor­ 
responding less with friends and relatives. Ooala 
(Fla.) Star-Manner.
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The proper place to start curbing is not in the 

electric chair, but in the hiifli.chair. Seyuim (Wanh.)
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Fluoridation's Backers, 
Foes Gird for New Battle

By RALPH C. Dli.LS 
Senator, find District

An issue which has always 
ranked high in controversy Is 
about to be revived in the Cali­ 
fornia legislature. The subject 
Is fluoridation of domestic wa­ 
ter supplies, and it Is anything 
but new to lawmakers.

One of my colleagues has an­ 
nounced he will Introduce leg­ 
islation which would provide 
fluoridated water to all Callfor- 
nians. The bill instructs the 
state department of public 
health to mandate that appro­ 
priate levels of fluondation be 
contained in all California do­ 
mestic water supplies.

W <l >
But, the author quickly adds, 

the measure would also pro­ 
vide for a petition effort by 
voters of a given water sen ice

area lo oppose the fluorldation 
mandate and call for a special 
election to decide on the ques­ 
tion. A negative vote by a ma­ 
jority of the voters would res­ 
cind the mandate.

Proponents of fluorldation 
cite the heavy costs Involved 
when waters are not fluor­ 
idated. The bill's author quotes 
a state department of public 
health survey which estimates 
the annual "cost avoidance" In 
dental care that would result 
from the correction of fluorlde- 
deficient water supplies with 
200 connections or more 
throughout California begin­ 
ning in 1970.

ft «r <V
Supporters of the fluorldation 

plan lay that in W years' tune 
the estimated accrued savings 
to California taxpayers and

FROM THE MAILBOX

Lass Has Plan 
For Hi-Jacker

To th« Editor:
My name is Ruby Patricia 

Taylor. I have written you and 
1 haw decided a way to slop a 
plane being hi-jacked. This 
will be a simple situation.

I have been very upset to 
hear that planes have been hi­ 
jacked. By my opinion, you 
will need approximately three 
guards at the pilot entrance. 
Why' Because the person 
which hi-Jack.s the plane will 
first of all immediately want to 
reach the pilot entrance.

To be a little tricky, you may 
also have about five guards 
(not dressed in uniforms) 
where the passengers are 
seated, and if that doesn't 
work, try your guards check­ 
ing the passengers closely as 
they enter the door

I hope my idea will work and 
good luck.

I I S. 1 am IS years old. 
RUBY PATRICIA TAYLOR 

Compton

To the Editor:
With the Heart Association's 

fund-raising campaign over, 
we are realizing how much 
support and dedication we 
have received from your read­ 
ers in helping us collect dona­ 
tions for the Heart Cause.

Without the help of those 
groups and volunteers who 
went door-to-door on Heart 
Sunday weekend during Febru­ 
ary ... or the un-named vol­ 
unteers who spent countless 
hours sending out Heart contri­ 
bution appeals, our hearts 
would not be at grateful as 
they are now.

Repeating ourselves, we of 
the Los Angeles County Heart 
Association'* Southwestern 
Branch are grateful "from the 
bottom of our hearts" for the 
support given to us by your 
readers

JOIIN1). BURROUGHS, M.D.
Chairman Southwestern

Branch

citizens would approach $12 
billion.

The savings quoted by the 
public health report include the 
cost of both private dental care 
and tax-supported services to 
the medically indigent which 
are directly caused by tooth 
decay. It Is pointed out that de­ 
cayed teeth account for over W 
per cent of the total current 
costs of dental services.

On the other hand, say those 
In favor of fluoridation, the 
cost involved In total capital 
and operating cost* for a fluo­ 
ridation program breaks down 
to about 30 cents per person 
per year, or even lower in 
some cases.

•f! to ft
Several stands have been 

taken over the years In opposi­ 
tion to the fluoridation of pub­ 
lic water supplies. Opponents 
cite socialized medicine, In­ 
fringing on the sacred rights of 
the home, and even uncon- 
ttitutionality. These opponents, 
at least thus far, have been ef­ 
fective and successful In hold- 
Ing back the tide of fluor­ 
ldation in California. They 
have not been as successful In 
other states and communities

Statewide fluoridation legis­ 
lation has Ix-cn enacted in Con­ 
necticut, Delaware, Illinois, 
Minnesota and Michigan, plus 
25 additional states which are 
fluoridated from 50 to 90 per 
cent. California, ranking first 
in population, ranks 42nd in 
fluoridation.

San Francisco and Vallejo 
both have fluoridated systems, 
with per child costs for dental 
needs running $26.35 and $27 77 
n spec-lively. The author of the 
new legislation points to fig­ 
ures from Berkeley and San 
Joaquin County, neither of 
which has fluoridated water, 
where costs per child ranged 
upward to $70 and $85.85 re­ 
spectively.

Whatever the outcome of the 
fluoridation legislation this 
time around, California voters 
may rest assured the subject 
will ruceivo full and com­ 
prehensive he-aril'g before a fi­ 
nal decision is made.

Old-Timers Look Back On 
Days of 'The Big Shake'

They're going fast now   
those old-timers who remem­ 
ber The Great Fire (and low­ 
er-case earthquake) of April 
is. 1»06. Friday marks the 
63rd anniversary, and only a 
dwindling few will be able to 
look back over the yean to 
the beautiful April dawn that 
was shattered by a catastro­ 
phe that changed Old San 
Francisco forevermore into 
The City That War

•ft *

They seem to have been a 
special lot living in a special 
place, those True San Fran­ 
ciscans of 'M. Today you look 
at their pictures and find it 
hard to identify with them   
those severe-looking women, 
those hairy young men whose 
beards made them look old; 
beards today arc the badge of 
youth. In face of destruction 
and privation, they were 
proud, brave and humorous: 
it was then. In the burning 
city of 1908. that the San Fran­ 
cisco spirit was born, to be­ 
come famous around the 
world.

If it itlll exists   and may- 
it never be put to so grucllng 
  test   It Is thanks to these 
people, of whom Ma], (ien. 
A. W. r.reeley, the martial 
law administrator was able to 
write: "It Is safe to say that 
200,000 people were brought to 
a state of complete destitu­ 
tion. Yet I never saw a wom­ 
an In tears, nor heard a man 
whine over his losses." May­ 
be cocky is the word for these 
forebears, who Immediately 
posted signs all over the

ruined city reading "Eat, 
drink, and be merry   to­ 
morrow you may have to go 
to Oakland." Cocky was cer­ 
tainly the word for the then 
young tarry Harris, who lost 
no time writing his defiant 
poem about "The damndest

Report from Our Man 
in San Francisco

finest ruins ever gazed on 
anywhere!"

* •Cr i>
As the pan still hung over 

the hills, these people vowed 
to build a bigger, finer city, 
and perhaps they did. The 
phoenix bird, rising out of 
ashes, became the symbol, 
and the buildings began to 
grow again, with remarkable 
speed (only nine years later, 
San Francisco charmed the 
world afresh with a glittering 
International Exposition. But 
even then the doubts were 
growing: had something Ir­ 
retrievable been lost to the 
flames'1 Will Irwin was fore­ 
most among those who thought 
so. As the buildings were still 
toppling, he lamented the 
death of "the most pleasure- 
loving and carefree city of 
the Western continent." It 
would be rebuilt, he said, "but 
it would never be the same." 

o * ft
What was It that died on 

April 18, 1(067 What was this 
quality that. In a few decades, 
had transformed a Cold Rush 
village Into a world renewed 
dty? What outlandish dreams

THE MONEY TREE

Egg Producers Panic at
Surplus

By MILTON MOSKOWITZ
If you think eggs cost too 

much, blame It on our crazy- 
quilt economy where produc­ 
tion has to be restrained so 
that prices can be maintained.

While newspapers across the 
country were, filled recently 
with stories about the plight of 
the hungry In America, the 
United Egg Producers, a na­ 
tionwide federation of egg sup­ 
pliers, slipped an advertise­ 
ment into the Wall Street Jour­ 
nal Imploring bankers to cold- 
shoulder loan applications for 
expansion of flocks.

Judging from their ad, the 
egg producers are really des­ 
perate. They headlined their 
message, "An urgent Plea to 
the Bankers of America." Ami 
they went on to state: "The 
Kgg Industry of America needs 
your help in preventing a new 
round of disastrous over-ex­ 
pansion."

<v * vr
The egg boys explained that 

new flocks are being started 
this year "at a truly alarming 
rate." Flock expansion if gen­ 
erally underwritten by long- 
term credit, and the Industry 
wants the bankers to clamp 
down on this credit.

Bankers were advised   
warned U a better term   to 
ask every loan applicant this 
question: "Do you have guar­ 
anteed sales for this new pro­ 
duction or will it become- sur­ 
plus?" Or, as they put it in the 
trade, "Do you have a home 
for the eggs?"

If the answer is "no," then, 
said the industry, "let the 
banker beware."

Here's a highly unusual tac­

tic   an Industry group which 
goes crying to the banking es­ 
tablishment to cut off lines of 
credit to people who want to 
expand the industry's output.

A Look at the 
World of finance

Expansion of output Is obvious­ 
ly the last thing the egg in­ 
dustry wants.

t: ft fc

What burns fiercely in the 
minds of the egg producers is 
the experience of 1907 and ear­ 
ly 1M8 when the hens outdid 
themselves, causing a severe 
.slump m prices. There were 
emergency cutbacks of flocks 
to cut down on egg production. 
The Tinted K^g Producers was 
organized in 1988 as a result 
of this panic situation.

The nation's hens produced 
70 billion eggs in 1967, an 8 per 
cent tain over 19M output. 
That's where the trouble start­ 
ed. We may have hungry 
people, but egg production had 
to be curtailed to keep the 
prices in line.

Behind the scenes is a basic 
change In the egg business. 
Once an agricultural sideline, 
it's now a highly specialized 
buiriMM in which huge flocks 
are maintained in a controlled 
er vlronenmt.

* vi ft
The name of the game, as in 

the automobile business, is 
greater productivity. The aver­ 
age egg-laying hen in the U.S. 
today produces 60 per cent 
more eggs than she did in 1940. 
A healthy hen will lay more 
than 200 eggs in a year.

W. Pfeil
Nfcll»k*f

fttld L. Bundy

and ambitions enabled these 
early San Franciscans to 
build so grandly and so well? 
Even the old-timers who 
knew the magic are no longer 
sure what It was: "Well"   
much rubbing of chin and wa­ 
tery eyes   "it was smaller, 
friendlier. Everybody knew 
everybody else. Goats on Tele­ 
graph Hill, cobblestone streets, 
cable lines everywhere, that 
sort of thing. Lots of wonder­ 
ful saloons, cheap food, cheap 
wine. I don't know   It was 
like a party was going on all 
the time." Trying to make 
amends: "Of course the city- 
is better today. Much bigger 
and richer"   and then the 
voice falters, the eyes look 
Into the distance to whatever 
It was in the City That Was...

Quote
There is no magic In s num­ 

ber. Twenty-one as "the age 
of adulthood" grew out of 
medieval days. A man was not 
thought physically able to 
carry a full suit of armor 
until he reached the age of 21 
 Assemblyman John Va&con- 
cellos.

It Is sad but bin that under 
our system many people who 
work for a living and pay 
taxes can afford less medical 
care than those on welfare.  
Senator Alfred H. Song.

The egg Industry seems to be 
heading In the same direction 
as the- broiler industry, where 
big producers are taking In­ 
creasingly larger chunks of the 
market. Our biggest rhkken 
producer today Ls a cereal 
maker, Ralston-Purtna. Ml- 
Isbury Is another major chick­ 
en grower.

In the broiler industry, 15 
companies control more than 
half of the production. There's 
nothing like that concentration 
In th« egg industry. However, 
there are industry obttrverti 
who pnxlict (hut in 10 years 50 
companies will control half of 
the egg-laying hens In the 
country.

And that might be good news 
for the consumer The advent 
of the commercial broiler "fac­ 
tories" brought about a huge 
expansion of production and 
lower poultry prices.

As for eggs, our per capita 
consumption today is about the 
same as it was 30 yearn ago. 
Meanwhile, prices have more 
than doubled. And the United 
Kgg l*roducers is doing its best 
to hold down the hens and ksep 
up the prices.
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